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nitiative, creative flair and practical sense ensure

Solaia is seaworthy, attractive and rather unusual

thanks to a few cunning design tricks. Report by

Roger Lean-Vercoe. Photography by Bugsy Gedlek

Main picture:
curvaceous lines dominate the
upper deck saloon, making
it the perfect place to relax
Right: the sophisticated
bridge area with guest seating
Above: the owner's

private office
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1 i Lo this is a | v 1
swimming as wi 15 an ideal dock for the Below: the dining room on the
tenders. When the yacht is under way or i main deck caters for a dinner

party for eight
Far left: saparating the main

|'|_|||II LUr guesls Can enjoy ne vicws Irom ar

upper deck free from tenders without suffering

the noise of the wash or engines or, indeed deck saloon from the dining
room is an audio-visual

entertainment cabinet with

the wind-blown exhaust fumes that can n
the enjovment of the main deck ah

The ownt esign requirement for the sliding doors
‘j.'l-. 1L s inbern noorporated wo lounges
comfortable owner's stateroom, three equally
COSY Euest stateroom I HERIT n

uniting the three deck levels, This

BOAT IWTERNATHMNAL



ships

for a | er, | sermilting an hording which § : ) el Courr ¢ 1ed 50 ouater

104  BOAT %11




bark creates a rough-edeed circle at the ahle’s

with clear resin

centre — this void beir

and a darker wood o give an amazing 3-D

effect to the mable's surface. Quite remarkable
Just forward of this saloon on the starbsoard

side is the owner's office which offers a leather

BB, .|r||‘|‘-|-.' k space and comprenensne
communications o the outside world

Converently, it has two entrances, one from

the: LT SAloe i the other from the LT

ors may be escorted

lobby o where vis

without passing through the puest saloons

On the main deck, filling the fore part of the

deckhouse, the owner's stateroom is amply

propoioned and incorporates a king-siee bed

se1 back between a pair of ward nbes, 1 ik

circle settee and larpe dress

g table, Ar the
oot of the bed the audio-visual enterainment

system is housed inoa cabinet, its large flat

SCTEEn COnC | by a sliding panel in similar

fashion to that in the main saloon, On either
sidde, doors open into very hedonistic, en suite

bath and shower rooms. Her's, much the Lar

ril., offers a | marhle-trimmed

oy starbo

Hoesch spa bath as well as a separate showe
| |

compartment ncarporating a handy seat, while
his, 10 pon, has just a shower. Natrally, bodl

have marbledopped washstands and include

heads and hicet

Three large guest state ns are found on

the lower deck, opening from :

accessed from stairs descending next to the

elevator shah Atl two  twin-bedded
starerooms, identical bur for their fabrics and
marble, share the beam of the

prowviced with a leather-oppec

chest of drawers and a splendid en suite sh

room, whose entrance way, with wardro
forms a small dressing room. The third

stateroom has a qgueen-si bed but is

otherwise comparable in size and style Instead
of a fourth statercom, the space has been
piven o a gymnasium with entertainment

In sympathy with the labour-saving

. I T [ S - o
1w decks, the adjacent shower room,

with steam shower, connects throu
watertish crew guarters in thy
b

easy access when servicing

staff have direct and

w, ensuring the

hr staterooms

1

If there is any one design Fault that creates
an unhappy vacht, it is surely poor crew
accommodation and working facilities. In this

respect, Solaia is a shining example of how a

shiowld be i o ensure |

d crew are well provided for. The captain is

The spacious owner's
stateroom, which is found on
the main deck, incorporates
a huge bedroom and
intricately worked his and
hers en suite bath and
shower rooms
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well set up with an excellent cabin just abafr
the bridge, S0 good, in fada, s entrance is from
the upper guest ||r|'||'l‘_.' s0 that it could be
utilisedd as an additional guest stateroom. Three
twin-bunked but pleasantly spacious crew
cabins, with en suite shower rooms, are
positioned on the lower deck forwarnd, together
with a sizeable mess area and laundry, An
escape ladder gives access o the foredeck
where there is a crew settee and widened
steinger built into the flare of the bulwark,
which also doubles as o convernent seil

The availabdlity of sulficient stompe space s
usually an issue aboard yachis - less w0 on
II|HI:II_|1L||'I'||| vessels like Sobrig — bt even so
she is notable among her breed, An ampl
storeroom, brillamly rcked out and firted with

storgee (recaers, s positioned heneath the

crew guarters just aft of the bowthruster. A
Tonmm histh vosd between the tink togs Cneatly
encased with @ durable self-levelling mastic?
and lower deck level runs aft ot eneine
FONHTL, BIVING peaddy access 1o sacldinional slomage
areas when lving on a low trolley, As o
spin-oll the floors of the puest staterooms can
b keput free of access hatches

Meedless 1o say, the bridge, trimmed with
mahogany and s fascia upholstered in green
Magilite, is both an clegam work place and
one fitted with ergonomically-positioned
state=-of-the-an cquipment, Fory hefty: manuals
of documentation, prepared by Nauticum Ship
Systems, fill a bookcase on the aft bulkhead o
port ol the semi-circular guest seflee, w hiles the
vacht's office and communications mom opens
from the starboard side. The 125-point
monitoring and alarm systemn, bult by CS1L s
available on a computer terminal attached o
locsl area nerwork that extends o the office
owner's office and engine room, where the
engineer has been provided with an enviable
air-conditioned  control moom, Soundproofing
arvd vibranon contral were major issues inthe
yachr's construction and prompted a well
insulated engine room and separate generator
arest, Control and generator rooms both eat up
space, but the engine room iself, with s pair

of T20hp Caterpillars, s big enough o allow

Ty BORAT I TEHS VPR

railings 2

workshop area

of engines

sidgtier was built under
not MOA classibicd as
o charter, Yet, wher

W |'||:|! [N S I||.'I|

I'his and

el

round the engines and
the Ffull beam
bazmretie abalft the engine room are showcises
ng excellence mrely exceeded.

Llewedd's survey bun
e oomvner cid not swant
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The attenticn o detail Ty

siweahle

state-al

make her

her captain and project mand
Kloostermn, together with Hakvoors' skilled

ad

[rramme

craftsmen, ensured Solaia is well built

Inrk

has

equipment and cenough

achsevable ona atm displacement vacht

LOA

40m [131ft Jin]

LWL

A6.40m | 119 4in)
Beam (moulded)
B.60m [2Bft Zin)
Draught

2.70m [8ft Sin)
Displacement (light ship)
490 tonnes

Propulsion

2 u 720hp Caterpillar
A412C DITA

Propellers

Lips. FP

Steering

Tenfjard, hydraulic
Speed [maxfcruise)
13.5 knots/1 2.6 knots
Fuel capacity

70,000 litres

Range at 1012 knots
B 400nm4, 200nm
Electricity generation
2 x BOKW

Morthern Lights MEGETH
Power converter

Atlas ThEWA
Stahilisers

Koopnautic

Anchor windlasses

2 x Steen, type 23 9, 2 speed
Capstans

2 3 5teen type 599
Bowthruster

lastram GOEW, electric
Watermakers

2 % HEM 25 series, 5,0001pd
Cranes

Technoship, recessed
gantry type

Fire control system

Thorn Minerda Marine T1008
Sewerage system
Microphor toilets

Hamann treatrment system
Exterior paint

Awigrip

Air-conditioning

Marine Air 350RC

chilled wates
Communications

2 x Nera Mini M, Sailor
Satcom C558, GMDSS
Mavigation

2 x Furuno radars, BEtG
wind, 2 x Leica GPS,
American Pioneer sonar

Walker type

Furuno Weathe

Transas Chart Plotter
Autopilot B Gyrocompass
Plath Mavipilat W HSC
Entertainment systems
Somy, SeaTel Digital 5at TV
Galley equipment

Miele, Foster fridges
Owner and guests

B in owner's, double &
two twin-bedded

Crew

H - in captain's double &
three twin-bunked
Construction

Steel hull & aluminium
Superstructure
Classification

Llowd's ® 10041, 55C Yacht
GG, LMC

Exterior & interior design
Felix Buytendijk

Maval architect

Diana Yacht Design
Builder/Year

Hakwoort Shipyard (2001
Hawvenstraat 17-22

1141 AX Monnickendarn
The Netherlands

Tel:+31 [0)299 651403
Fax:+31 (0)299 651041

recundancy o eliminate possible system Eailune
Her puest rooms and excellem crew arcas
example of what is

.




